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Nov./Dec. 2013 
 

Normal Nov./Dec. Weather 
Weather Averages  

For Asheville North Carolina 
 

Normal Nov. Average High         57.4°F 
Normal Nov. Average Low            35.3°F 
Normal Nov. Precipitation              3.82” 

 
Hours of Daylight for Asheville, NC 

            Sunrise  Sunset 
 
Nov.1             7:52 am  6:36 pm 
Nov. 30            7:20 am  5:17 pm 
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 Normal Dec. Average High           49.3°F 
 Normal Dec. Average Low            28.8°F 
 Normal Dec. Precipitation              3.4” 

Dec. 1                        7:21 am                       5:17 pm 
Dec. 31                      7:39 am                       5:27 pm 

N

KEEP YOUR CUT CHRISTMAS FRESH 
 

• Make a fresh cut by cutting ½ inch at the base before placing it in the stand 
• Use a stand that will hold at least a gallon of water 
• Check water often and keep the stand full 
• Place tree away from heat sources, heating vents, fireplaces, wood stoves, radiators and direct 

sun (this also goes for any holiday plants like poinsettia, cyclamen, amaryllis) 
• Turn off lights before leaving home or going to bed 
• Remove tree from your home promptly after Christmas and RECYCLE IT! 
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LAWNS 
• Do not allow leaves to accumulate on newly seeded grass. To avoid damaging tender seedlings, use 

a leaf blower, rake gently or use the bagging attachment on the mower to pick up the leaves. 
 

 
ORNAMENTALS 

• Clean up the flower garden. Remove dead annuals. Cut back dead tops on perennials unless you 
enjoy their ornamental value. Some seed heads will feed the birds for a while. 

• A few autumn leaves will not hurt the perennial bed as long as they do not cover evergreen plants, 
but do not leave a heavy cover of leaves over plants as rotting may occur during the winter. 

• November is the best time to plant spring flowering bulbs. Plant bulbs to a depth equal to 4 times the 
height of the bulb. 

• Plant trees and shrubs. Water thoroughly, mulch, and then check soil moisture around the plants 
weekly. 
 
 

FRUITS 
• Clean up the orchard. Not only rake leaves, but remove all fruit from the ground and any left hanging 

in the trees. Good sanitation is important for pest management. 
• Do not prune fruit trees until March. 
 
 

VEGETABLES 
• Plant garlic now. Cover 1-2 inches in soil. Space 6-8 inches apart. Mulch well. Garlic does not 

compete well with weeds. 
• Leafy greens should be ready to harvest. Pull whole plants if the bed needs to be thinned. Otherwise 

pull lower leaves and allow the plant to continue growing. Cover with polyspun fabric to protect from 
cold temps. Add a layer of plastic for extra protection. 

• Grow some herbs on the window sill. Plant seeds of chives, parsley or basil. 
• Finish removing spent vegetable plants from the garden. 
• If you didn’t plant a cover crop, an inch or two of leaves, preferably shredded or chopped with the 

mower can be used to cover the garden to protect the soil during the winter. 
 

     OTHER 
• Drain rain barrels and re-install the downspout. Store the barrels for the winter or turn them upside 

down so they don’t collect water. 
• Disconnect and drain garden hoses. 
• Wipe or brush dirt from hand tools, lightly oil. 

 
                   ________________________________________________ 
 
Looking for a Choose and Cut Christmas Tree? 
 

Come by the office or call for the Christmas Tree Grower Directory. 
 

It includes all of the known Choose and Cut Christmas Tree Growers in Buncombe, Henderson, and 
Transylvania Counties. 
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CHORES FOR LATE NOVEMBER 

Recommendations for the use of chemicals are included in this publication as a convenience to the reader. The use of brand names and any mention or listing of commercial products or 
services in this publication does not imply endorsement by the North Carolina Cooperative Extension nor discrimination against similar products or services not mentioned. Individuals who 
use chemicals are responsible for ensuring that the intended use complies with current regulations and conforms to the product label. Be sure to obtain current information about usage and 
 examine a current product label before applying any chemical. For assistance, contact an agent of the North Carolina Cooperative Extension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 
 

LAWN 
• Take a break for a while, as long as the last of the leaves have been raked and the grass has been 

mowed that last time. 
 

ORNAMENTALS 
• Maintain holiday plants longer by placing them away from heat sources such as air vents, woodstoves 

and appliances. 
• If you are cutting holiday greenery from the landscape, keep good pruning practices in mind. Use 

sharp pruners to make cuts at branch angles or leaf nodes and keep an eye on the shape of the 
plant. 

• Inspect house plants, especially any that spent the summer outdoors. They often carry in small 
insects such as scale, mealybugs, whiteflies and spider mites. 
 

FRUITS 
• After nighttime temperatures are regularly below freezing, The strawberry bed can be covered with 

straw or row cover fabric. Pull weeds first. 
• Grape vines may be pruned. Use vines for wreath making. 
 
 

VEGETABLES 
• Remove asparagus ferns now that they have died. 
• Carrots, parsnips, beets and turnips can be dug all winter if the ground does not freeze. You may 

want to cover the bed with a few inches of straw to prevent freezing. 
 

     OTHER 
• Catalog shopping begins in earnest this month. Seed and plant catalogs can be an excellent source 

of information on vegetable and flower varieties to consider for next year’s garden. 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
 NC Christmas Trees by the Numbers 
 

At least 20 square feet: Amount of greenspace available to wildlife for each Christmas tree grown. 
 

      100: Least amount of times each Christmas tree is visited to be shaped, fertilized, and otherwise cared for. 
 
       5-6 million: Christmas trees harvested annually. 
 
       5+: Age of some eastern grown species when harvested. Fraser fir, which is slower growing, is typically  
       10+ years to harvest. 
 
       More than a dozen: Christmas tree species grown in North Carolina. Trees include Fraser fir, Canaan fir,  
       Concolor fir, Nordman fir, Turkish fir, blue spruce, Norway spruce, white spruce, eastern red cedar, Leyland  
       cypress, ‘Carolina Saphire’ Arizona cypress, ‘Blue Ice’ Arizona cypress, ‘Green Giant’ arborvitae, white  
       pine, Virginia pine, and Scotch pine. However, 96% or more of production is the state’s native tree: 
       Fraser fir.. 
 
      Zero: Amount of waste from a cut Christmas tree – a completely recyclable, renewable product. 
 
     To learn more about the NC Christmas Tree Industry, it’s history and what makes the Fraser Fir such a  
     great Christmas tree visit :  http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/fletcher/programs/xmas/ 
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CHORES FOR DECEMBER 



 
 
 
 

 
 

Thanks to our Outstanding Volunteers! 
 
Extension Master Gardener volunteers have helped thousands of Buncombe County gardeners improve their 
gardening practices and resolve plant problems. Without their time and energy many of your questions would 
have gone unanswered. We thank all our hard working volunteers for their dedication to urban horticulture 
education in Buncombe County. On November 14 we had our Recognition event. Following are those who 
received awards for their hours and years of service and other special 
recognitions. 
 
100+ hours 
Linda Alford, Ann Ammons, Nell Armstrong, Gail Banner, Pat Barnes, Nancy 
Butler, Nan Dauphine, Katie Doan, Myra Fuller, Charles Gershon, Kyle 
Gilgis,Deborah Green, Kathleen Griffin, Barbara Hayes, Karen Herrell, Mary 
Hugenschmidt, Renee C. Lampila, Beth Leonard, Marilyn Lonon, Patsy 
McNatt, Glenn Palmer, Molly Peeples, Jane Powell, Gene Rainey, Mary Anne 
Richards, Jane Roberts, Donna Sapp, James Sleeva, Mary Ann Snedeker, 
James Wade, Alan Wagner, Robert Wardwell, Jeanette Williams, Suzanne Wodek. 
 
6000+ hours 
Pat Barnes 
 
5 Years of Service 
Ann Ammons, Katie Doan, Laura Fine, Mary Beth Gwynn, Barbara Hayes, Marilyn Lonon, Carolyn Mann, Jane 
McCormick, Sally Mundt, Esther Pardue, Susan Spencer, Bobbie Venos, Jim Gordan, Gary Mills, Theresa 
Trebon. 
 
10 Years of Service 
Jane Powell, Joyce Weinberg, Claudia Wienke, Mary Fierle 
 
15 Years of Service 
Rebecca York and Norbert Artzt 
 
Volunteer of the Year 
Jane Powell, a lifelong teacher and graduate of 2004 now with 10 years of service, received Volunteer of the 
Year 2013. Her handprints and trowel marks can be seen in many EMG activities including the plant sale, 
phone desk, garden tour, Mtn. State Fair, steering committee, new class interviews and both school and demo 
gardens. 
 
Special Recognitions 
A special recognition was given to all those who helped maintain a strong and active Master Gardener program 
in the absence of a Consumer Horticulture Agent. 
 
Joyce Plemmons, administrative assistant for her ongoing support. 
 
County Director Steve Duckett was named an ‘Honorary Master Gardener’. 
 
Barbara Hayes received a special recognition for providing unique support to the Master Gardener program this 
year in the various committee and event roles she took on in addition to the responsibilities of Steering 
Committee Chair.  
 
All 120 active Master Gardeners! So far this year they have logged over 9,000 volunteer hours, ranking 
Buncombe County third in the state! 
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Forcing Spring Color Indoors 
 
Early Season Daffodils, Hyacinths and Tulips can be “forced” into color by providing the necessary 
requirements to grow roots, foliage and to flower that they would normally receive if planted in the garden. 
Paperwhites, Amaryllis and certain “pre-chilled” bulbs can be grown indoors without the various steps. These 
make great gifts on any occasion and brighten everyone’s day. Learn more at 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/consumer/hortinfo.htmlLook under Houseplants. category. 
 
     

Can You Tell the Difference? 
 
Sometimes in order to remember names or tell one plant from another it’s helpful to make 
 up stories or use techniques – silly or not. For instance the next time to know whether you 
 are looking at a spruce or a fir try this. Fir needle is flat and cones are up (since F comes before S) 
Spruce needle is spiral (actually 4-sided) and cones are down (S comes after F) 
 
What techniques do you use to tell plants apart or help you remember names or other things about plants? 
Email me and let me know at: alison.arnold@ncsu.edu. 
 
 
 
 

Firewood Caution Prevent Spread of Emerald Ash Borer(EAB) 
 
The emerald ash borer is a metallic green beetle that bores into ash trees, ultimately killing them. This non-
native beetle, first found near Detroit in 2002, is now found in 22 states and has already killed tens of  
millions of ash trees. 
 
To help prevent the spread of this destructive insect please: 
 - Buy you wood from a local source. Don’t buy or move firewood from outside the state.  
 - If someone comes to your door selling firewood, ask them to verify the source.  
 - If camping out of state please do not bring firewood home with you. 
For more information about EAB visit: 
http://www.ncforestservice.gov/forest_health/fh_eabfaq.htm. 

Page 5 Nov./Dec. 2013 

Holiday Gift Ideas                                                 
 
Rain Barrels.Rain Barrels.Buncombe County Cooperative Ext. has 80 gal lon rain barrels avai lable for Buncombe County Cooperative Ext. has 80 gal lon rain barrels avai lable for 
sale. Each barrel comes with complete f i t t ings and instal lat ion instruct ions asale. Each barrel comes with complete f i t t ings and instal lat ion instruct ions and cost $110 nd cost $110 
+ tax, cash or check. Call  to reserve or comeby the off ice at 94 Coxe Ave.+ tax, cash or check. Call  to reserve or comeby the off ice at 94 Coxe Ave.   
  
Garden Guides. Garden Guides. “A Gardening Guide for Our Mountains” offers a wealth of gardening “A Gardening Guide for Our Mountains” offers a wealth of gardening 
information for the area. I t  contains a helpful monthly “To Do” l ist as well  as inforinformation for the area. I t  contains a helpful monthly “To Do” l ist as well  as information mation 
on waterwise gardening, f irewise landscaping, preparing your garden for winter, growing on waterwise gardening, f irewise landscaping, preparing your garden for winter, growing 
fruits and vegetables, f lower and herb gardening, composting, mulching, caring for trees fruits and vegetables, f lower and herb gardening, composting, mulching, caring for trees 
and shrubs and more. The ult imate gardening resource for any gardener!and shrubs and more. The ult imate gardening resource for any gardener!   
PP ick one up at the off ice for $10 cash or check or order one onl ine with a credit  card ick one up at the off ice for $10 cash or check or order one onl ine with a credit  card 
($12) includes postage at: ($12) includes postage at: http:/ /buncombemastergardener.orghttp://buncombemastergardener.org   
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Caring for Living Christmas Trees 
 
 - Locate suitable location to provide enough room for the tree to grow into mature size. 
 – Prepare planting hole ahead of time and cover with tarp to keep dry and make ready for planting. 
 – Use a tub or large container to contain and protect the root ball. 
 – Place trees in a cool spot or room, away from heat or direct sunlight.  
 – Reduce thermostat when possible. 
 – Use small, low-temperature electric lights rather than heat-generating incandescent bulbs.  
 – Water trees regularly but do not flood. – If a deep tub is used – only an inch or two of water should be at 
    the bottom. 
  – Consider placing crushed or cubed ice over the top of the root ball to water. 
  – Spray a light mist of water on the foliage to slow the drying process and without damaging ornaments 
     or risking electrical shock.  
 – Keep tree indoors for a minimum of one week to ten days and then plant as soon as possible. 
 – Water and mulch.  
 – As with all new planting be sure to water thoroughly the first growing season to ensure good establishment. 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
To change your 
subscription from paper to 
email or stop receiving it all 
together call Joyce 
Plemmons at 828-255-5522 
or email her at 
joyce_plemmons@ncsu.edu 

  
 
 
 

                                                            
                                                                          

 

Individuals with disabilities who would like to participate in any program 
mentioned in this newsletter, but who need special assistance to do so, 
should call the Extension Center at 828-255-5522 at least five days prior to 
the event. 

The Mountain Gardener is a newsletter produced by the Buncombe County Center 
of North Carolina Cooperative Extension. The purpose of this newsletter is to inform 
and educate Buncombe County residents about issues related to home lawns and 
gardens. 
Editor: Alison Arnold, Extension Agent – Agriculture-Urban Horticulture 


