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Normal January Average High       47.40 

Normal January Average Low       26.70 

Normal January Precipitation         3.69”   
                                                      
Normal February Average High    51.00 

Normal February Average Low     29.70 

Normal February Precipitation       3.77” 

Hours of Daylight for Asheville, NC 
                                        Sunrise                               Sunset 
January 1                      7:40am                                 5:27pm 
January 31                    7:31am                                 5:56pm 
 
February 1                    7:30am                                 5:57pm 
February 28                  7:02am                                 6:24pm 

Persons with disabilities and persons with limited English 
proficiency may request accomodations to participate in activities 
mentioned in this newsletter. Please contact 828-255-5522 during 
business hours at least 3 days prior to the event. 

HELPING GARDENERS PUT KNOWLEDGE TO WORK 

 
Check out the Master Gardener’s new blog at: 
buncombemastergardener.org to find out.  
Select ‘blog’ at the top of the homepage and read the newest post or look 
through the archives of entries. The posts are short, fun to read, and offer 
good information compiled by your Buncombe County Extension Master 
Gardenerssm.  
Also provide your email address to be notified each time there is a new post 
– about twice a month. 
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STOP, THINK, AND PRUNE 
 
The moment you decide to go out and prune STOP and take a moment to ask yourself the following series of 
questions…… 
 
#1 Do I know the plant and it’s natural habit 
 

• If the answer is YES proceed to #2 
• If the answer is NO read up on the plant and get to know it better. Plants are like people and have a 

natural shape and character. Unless you are shearing a hedge, creating a topiary or maintaining a 
bonsai, pruning is needed only to help maintain health and appearance of the plant. 
 

#2 Do I know when this plant typically blooms 
 

• If the answer is YES proceed to #3 
• If the answer is NO and you are pruning a flowering shrub or vine do your research and find out when it 

typically flowers. A common problem is pruning at the wrong time of year and removing flower buds. 
This happens when spring flowering shrubs (Mophead hydrangeas, forsythia, azaleas) are pruned in 
the winter. 

 
#3 Am I pruning to….. 
 

• Improve health and appearance 
• Maintain or reduce size 
• Enhance its natural form 
• Increase light and air circulation 
• Remove weak growth and spent flowers 
• Remove Dead, Dying, Diseases and Damaged wood? 
•  

 - If the answer is YES then proceed to #4 
 - If the answer is NO then put the pruners up and go back in the house. 
 
#4 Do I know where to begin? 
 

• If the answer is YES – Go for it! 
• If the answer is NO proceed to #5 

 
#5 Use the list below to help quide what cuts to make and in what priority. 
 
Be sure to go slow and stop often to step back, review and to gauge your progress. It’s important to know 
when to stop. You can cut off a branch but you can’t stick it back on. 
 
What to prune: 
 

• 4 D’s – Dead, Dying, Diseased and Damaged 
• Inward growing, crossing or rubbing 
• Suckers 
• Vigorous upright shoots and sprouts 
• Co-dominate Leaders in trees 
• Growth below graft unions 
• Low branches 

Sometimes removing deadwood and branches that are crossing or growing inwards is enough. 
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New Searchable Plant Database 
 
Check out this new site from NC Cooperative Extension at: http//plants.ces.ncsu.edu. 
 
This site has a searchable plant database that allows you to browse or search for plants using a 
variety of categories: type of plant, height, light preference, flower color, leaf color and what it attracts. 
 
Bookmark this site so the next time you are looking for the right plant for the right place you know 
where to look. 
 
 

CHORES FOR JANUARY 
 
Lawns 

• This is a good time to get your mower tuned up and sharpened along with other equipment and 
hand tools. 

 
Ornamentals 
 

• Cut back ornamental grasses as well as liriope and mondo grass. 
• If you didn’t get all the spring bulbs planted before the ground froze – try to get them in now. 

Sort through and discard any that are soft. 
• Plant your live Christmas tree as soon as possible, Keep it outdoors in a protected spot – out of 

direct sun and wind – until planting time. 
• Inspect houseplants for insects such as spider mites, scale and whiteflies. Treat as needed. 

 
Fruit 
 

• Plant fruit trees, grapes and brambles. 
• Prune grape vines and highbush blueberries. 
• Apply fresh mulch on blueberries to keep shallow roots cool and weed free. 
• Do not prune fruit trees until March – especially peaches. 

 
Vegetables 
 

• Check your seed supply before ordering more. Seeds more than a couple of years old should 
probably be replaced. Do a germination test if in doubt. 

• Start your garden plan on paper as you browse garden catalogs. Review last year’s notes or 
memories for what worked and how much was too much. 

• If the soil is dry enough to work, go ahead and prepare a spot for a late February planting of 
peas and kale. 

• If you have any winter vegetables in a green house or under plastic, remember to vent on 
sunny days to prevent over heating. 

 
Other 
 

• Use deicing salt sparingly. Sweep excess off pavement as soon as it has dried. This prevents 
runoffs into adjacent landscape areas and into the water supplies. 
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Did you know? 
 
The term for when a plant responds to temperature changes is known as TERMONASTY. 
 

 

CHORES FOR FEBRUARY 
 
Lawns 
 

• Now is a good time for the spring application of a slow release lawn fertilizer. 
• If you have bare spots late February and early March are good times to over seed. 

 
Ornamentals 
 

• Shade trees often get enough fertilizer from adjacent lawns that are fertilized. If additional 
nutrients are needed, apply now to the soil surface. * 

• Spray dormant oil especially if you have had a mite or scale problem. Wait for daytime 
temperatures to reach 45 degrees and are not predicted to drop below freezing for 24 hours. 

• Evergreen shrubs can be pruned. Keep in mind tht needled evergreens will not resprout if 
cut back into old wood or beyond the needles. 

• Check landscape beds for winter weeds. Pull bittercress and chickweed before they flower. 
• Many varieties of shrubs can be pruned back severely to renovate old or overgrown growth. 

Late February or March is the best time to do this. 
• Clean up dead stems and grasses in the perennial garden. 

 
Fruit 
 

• Mature apple and pear trees can be pruned. Wait until March to prune young fruit trees. 
peaches and plums. 

• Again spray dormant oil especially if you have had a mite or scale problem. 
• All fruit crops can be planted now through spring. 

 
Vegetables 
 

• English and edible pea pods, spinach, kale, onions and a few other cold hardy crops can be 
planted late February through March. 

• This is an excellent time to plant the asparagus bed. Thorough bed preparation  
is important. * 

• Mow or cut back cover crops and turn whenever the soil isn’t too wet to work. 
 
Other 
 

• Clean out birdhouses and set up new ones. Bluebirds and some other songbirds start 
scouting for spring nesting boxes in February. 

• Don’t forget to take time to clean out and organize the garden storage area. Check garden 
tools and equipment before you need them. Brush off dirt from shovels and hard rakes and 
apply a light oil to prevent rust from developing. 

*Note: For more information on these topics visit our website at: 
 http://buncombe.ces.ncsu.edu/ go to the Lawn and Garden link on the left side. 
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TREE SEEDLING SALE February/March 
 
   The Buncombe Soil and Water Conservation District will hold it annual tree seedling sale starting on 
Feb. 27 – March 1 at Jesse Israel and Sons Garden Center at the WNC Farmer’s Market. 
   Date and Times are: Feb. 27 (12-5pm), Feb. 28 (9am-5pm), March 1 (9am-4pm or until out of 
stock). Seedlings will be available on first-come, first served basis. Call the office from Feb. 3-21 for 
preorders and to check availability at 828-250-4785. 
 
Why Rhododendron Leaves Curl When it’s Really Cold? 
 
  Leaf curl and droop is normal when rhododendrons are exposed to extreme heat, extreme cold, or 
drought. It is a natural reaction and a defense against moisture loss and prevents dehydration under 
these conditions of extreme stress. Plants typically lose water and take up air through pores that are 
located on the underside of the leaves. When the leaves curl, these pores are protected, and water 
loss is reduced. 
   When temperatures drop near freezing rhododendron leaves begin to cup and curl at the edges and 
progress even tighter as the temperatures go lower. The curl and droop should go away when 
temperatures rise again. 
 
PLANT HIGHLIGHT: American Holly 
 
   With more than 700 species worldwide, holly is a broad and varied plant group that is found on 
every continent except Antarctica. Some 150 species are in cultivation and about 40 of those – 
evergreen, deciduous and hybrid – are readily available. 
   At maturity, the American holly can reach 50’ tall and 40’ wide if given adequate space and 
gradually develops a beautiful, open, conical form. This North American native is found in zones 5-9, 
from Massachusetts to Florida and west to Missouri and Texas and in the forest understory. 
   American holly is a slow-growing tree, but given time and the right conditions it is perfect as an 
evergreen specimen or used in an evergreen-only or mixed hedge. 
   American holly is best transplanted as a field-grown plant and while it can tolerate the urban 
landscape, it thrives on rich, moist, well-drained soils. They prefer full sun but will also grow well in 
part shade. They are not adapted to dry and windy conditions and do best if mulched and watered 
until established. 
   Unfortunately, this tree is not without problems, as it can suffer from a number of problematic but 
generally not debilitating pests and ailments, such as leaf miners, leaf spot, scale, to name a few. 
There is also the awkward winter-to-spring transition period when it drops lots of older, yellowing 
leaves (yes, evergreens do drop leaves), and the new young, spindly leaves come out. 

“Why doesn’t my holly tree have berries?” 
   This question can have several answers. The plant is too young or a late spring frost injured the 
flowers but for the most part poor pollination is often the cause. Pollination is important of course for 
fruit set and so with hollies being dioecious, which means they have male and female flowers on 
separate plants, you have to have a male and a female plant to get fruit. So no fruit means you either 
have a male plant OR you have a female plant that isn’t being pollinated. 
   How do you know? You go outside in late April early May to the holly and look really close at the 
flowers. You are looking to see if there’s a large green swelling in the center of the flower – this is the 
ovary, the female reproductive part. If you don’t see this then you probably have a male plant.  Look 
for more info at: http://www.hollysocam.org/ or our website. 
  



                                                                  
                                                                                 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Don’t Be Surprised! 
 
   Soil samples now cost $4 each from December 1 to March 31. This “peak season soil test fee” was 
implemented to reduce the high volume of samples that are typically submitted in the winter and early 
spring months. In other words they are encouraging those with home garden and landscapes to 
submit during the slower months of April – October when sample analysis continues to be FREE. In 
addition they are also requiring online payment with a credit card or escrow account and will not 
accept checks mailed with the sample.  
   To learn how to submit sample information and make online payments do the following: 
Go to http://www.ncagr.gov 
Click on Divisions link located in the links across the top 
Click on Agronomic Services link located second in the long list center of the page 
Here you will see links below and to the right for more information and training 
   If you can wait until April to submit your sample for this coming season there will be NO FEE and so 
you can do business as usual.  GOOD LUCK! 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Newsletter compiled and edited by 
Alison Arnold 
Extension Agent, Agriculture – Urban Horticulture 

Recommendations for the use of agricultural chemicals are included in this publication as a convenience to the reader.  The use of 
brand names and any mention or listing of commercial products or services in this publication does not imply endorsement by North 
Carolina Cooperative Extension nor discrimination against similar products or services not mentioned.  Individuals who use 
agricultural chemicals are responsible for ensuring that the intended use complies with current regulations and conforms to the product 
label.  Be sure to obtain current information about usage regulations and examine a current product label before applying any 
chemical.  For assistance, contact your county Cooperative Extension agent. 
 


