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Check out Buncombe County 
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Helpline is Open 
 
The Extension Master Gardener Helpline is open for the season. 
Volunteers are available to answer your gardening questions on the 
phone, or you may bring problem samples into the office for diagnosis. 
 
Call 255-5522 or visit 94 Coxe Ave., Asheville 
Monday -Thursday: 9:30 - 3:30 
Friday: 8:30 -12:30 
 
These volunteers are also available to answer questions at the Saturday 
Plant Clinics, the second and fourth Saturdays each month until 
October. You will find them set up at the WNC Farmers’ Market, in the 
breezeway between the retail buildings, 11:00 -2:00. 
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Persons with disabilities and persons with limited English proficiency may request accommoda-
tions to participate in activities mentioned in this newsletter.  Please contact 828-255-5522 during 
business hours at least 3 days prior 
to the event to discuss accommodations. 

Helping gardeners put knowledge to works 

  
 
 
 

Normal May/June Weather 

Weather Averages  

Normal May Average High                      74.8°F 
Normal May Average Low                       51.4°F 
Normal May Precipitation                         3.66” 
 
Normal June Average High             81.4°F 
Normal June Average Low             59.5°F 
Normal June Precipitation              4.67” 

Hours of Daylight for Asheville, NC 

             Sunrise             Sunset 
May 1                            6:39am                          8:16pm 
May 31                          6:16am                          8:39pm 
 
June  1                         6:16 am             8:40 pm 
June  30                       6:18 am             8:50 pm 
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Garden Chores for May  
 
Lawns 
 

• Mow frequently enough to remove no more than 1/3 of the grass blade at a 
time. 

• Mow cool season grasses 2 1/2 to 3 inches high. 

• Do not fertilize fescue and bluegrass lawns. 

• Zoysiagrass lawns can be fertilized with 1/2 pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet 3 weeks after the grass 
has greened-up. 

 
Ornamentals 
 

• If you would like to rearrange some of your daffodils, the bulbs can be moved now. Dig deep so you don’t 
damage the bulb. Keep the leaves and roots intact and replant at the original depth. 

• Do not remove leaves from bulbs until they have turned brown. 

• Organic mulch is the best tool for maintaining soil moisture and reducing weeds in the landscape. Mulch 
should be 2 to 3 inches deep, including the old layer. More than that is not only a waste of money, it can be 
detrimental to plant growth. 

• Prune spring blooming shrubs soon after blossoms fade. 

• If you move house plants outdoors for the summer, wait until nighttime temperatures are above 50 degrees. 
Do not place plants in direct sunlight. 

. 
Fruits 
 

• Keep weeds out of the strawberry bed and put straw mulch around plants. 

• Fruit trees may have set a good crop this year. But too many fruit on the tree is not a good thing. Thin 
apples, pears and peaches to about 6 inches apart when the fruit is the size of a nickel. 

• Begin fungicide sprays, especially on peaches, plums and grapes. 
 
 
Vegetables 
 

• Plan the vegetable garden on paper. Keep the plan from year to year so you can plan crop rotations 

• Check cabbage family crops for cabbage worms. 

• Thin seedlings of radishes, carrots, lettuce and other early plantings when they have 2 true leaves. Carrots 
and radishes should be thinned to 1 to 2 inches apart, lettuce and other greens to 6 inches. 

• Soil temperature should be warmed up to at least 65 degrees before planting beans, melons and okra - after 
May 5. 

 
Other 
 

• Honeybees may swarm in the spring. Swarms are not aggressive and not a cause for alarm. If you have a 
swarm of honeybees that takes up residence in an unwanted location, contact the Extension office for the 
names of beekeepers who may come and collect them. 

 
 
. 

To receive this newsletter via email 
Phone 255-5522 or email: joyce.plemmons@buncombecounty.org 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension 



 

Garden Chores for June  
 
Lawns 
 

• Maintain the mowing height for fescue lawns at 3 inches. Try to mow frequently enough to remove no more 
than 1/3 of the blade at a time. 

• Do not fertilize cool season lawns until September. 

• Regular rainy weather will produce good conditions for brown patch, a fungus disease. If brown patches 
begin to occur in the lawn do not irrigate and do not mow the lawn when wet. 

 
Ornamentals 
 

• Irises and daylilies can be divided even while in bloom. This is useful if you need to keep flower colors 
separated. Remove any remaining flowers, cut leaves half way back and replant the divisions as soon as 
possible. 

• Container gardens will perform best with regular fertilizing and occasional trimming. 

• Early spring rains have encouraged many of us to do a lot of planting. Remember to check new plantings 
through the summer. Trees and shrubs will need a good soaking every week through the first growing 
season. Herbaceous perennials will need regular watering at least for the first couple of months. 

• You can still plant seeds for fast maturing annuals such as cosmos, zinnias, marigolds, and small 
sunflowers. 

• If you have moved house plants outside for the summer, this is a good time to repot if you have not done so. 
Also remember to monitor the soil moisture as plants will dry out faster outside. 

 
Fruits 
 

• Wet spring and early summer weather is especially bad for developing brown rot on peaches and plums, and 
black rot on grapes. Maintain regular fungicide sprays as a preventative as these diseases can not be 
controlled once they have infected the fruit. 

• This is not a bad time to remove excess sucker and watersprout growth from apple trees. Removing the 
excessively vigorous growth now will allow more of the plant’s energy to go into fruit and desirable growth, 
and will result in less re-sprouting than winter pruning. 

• A healthy strawberry bed can be renovated after harvest. Beds more than 3 or 4 years old are often best 
removed and replanted in the fall or spring. 

 
Vegetables 
 

• Vegetable crops generally need another dose of fertilizer about 5 to 6 weeks after planting, or when fruit 
starts to form. 

• Once cucumbers, squash and green beans begin to fruit, check them daily. The fruits mature 
quickly and are best harvested while young and tender. 

• Be careful when harvesting. Use 2 hands to pull beans, cucumbers, squash, etc. to avoid 
breaking the plant. 

• Through the month of June you can still plant tomatoes, cucumbers, squash, green beans, 
winter squash.  

• If you want more tomato plants, those suckers you remove now will root easily in moist potting 
soil. 

• Plant a tomato in a container for your patio or deck. Keep watered. 
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ROSE APHIDS  
 

Aphids are showing up on rosebushes in Raleigh, a little early but we in the mountains can’t be far behind. 

Aphids can be managed with horticultural soaps or oils and there are a number of different insecticides 
labeled for aphids available to the home gardeners. One of the most common chemicals is imidacioprid. 
However research shows that systemic neonicotinoids like imidacloprid can be harmful to pollinators that 
ingest pollen and nectar. Please consider other options before drenching any plants, particularly blooming 
plants, with these insecticides. 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 
 

We have rain barrels! Call 828-255-5522 
80 gallon,  $110.00 + tax 
. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
AVOID BLOSSOM-END ROT 
 

For some gardeners blossom-end rot is a regular problem on 
tomatoes, and can affect peppers, squash and watermelons. If 
you have tested your soil and brought the pH and calcium levels 
up if needed, the problem is probably either irregular watering or 
the fertilizer being used. Although some blossom-end rot is 
usually most severe during dry weather, fluctuating soil moisture 
can cause it as well. To avoid this, mulch the garden to retain 
moisture and water deeply when needed. Do not allow plants to 
wilt between waterings. Also avoid using high nitrogen fertilizer, 
especially ammonium nitrate. Use calcium nitrate or a more 
slowly released organic fertilizer instead. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Recommendations for the use of chemicals are included in this publication as a convenience to the reader. The use of brand names and any mention or listing of commercial 
products or services in this publication does not imply endorsement by the North Carolina Cooperative Extension nor discrimination against similar products or services not 
mentioned. Individuals who use chemicals are responsible for ensuring that the intended use complies with current regulations and conforms to the product label. Be sure to 
obtain current information about usage and examine a current product label before applying any chemical. For assistance, contact an agent of the North Carolina Cooperative 
Extension. 

Page 4 North Carolina Cooperative Extension 

 

Buncombe County Master Gardeners 

2013 Garden Tour 

Saturday - June 22 
9am – 4pm 

Rain or Shine 

Six gardens open for your enjoyment! 
 

Tickets $15 advance &  
$20 day of the tour (if available)  

at Isaac Dickson School, 125 Hill St., Asheville.  
 

More information & ticket sales –              
(828) 255-5522 or 

buncombemastergardener.org 

 Garden Tour 2013 Buncombe County 

Extension Master Gardeners 



 

Downy Mildew on Impatiens 

 
Last year the impatiens were attacked by the exceptionally damaging and 
rapidly spreading downy mildew. This disease first appeared in the USA in 
2004 and by 2011 had spread through much of the Midwest. Last summer 
reports of downy mildew were confirmed in the Asheville area.  
 
Downy mildew can seem to appear overnight. This is because the early stages of the disease are microscopic 
allowing the pathogen to advance unnoticed until it explodes with a white to light gray mildew on the underside of 
leaves. Within a couple of days, infected leaves may appear yellowish, small and cupped under. You could 
easily think the plants need water or maybe fertilizer. As the disease progresses, infected leaves fall off until only 
bare stems remain with perhaps one or two small yellow leaves clinging to them. The cooler, humid weather we 
experienced is conducive to spreading the spores of this pathogen since they can be carried by air or water. The 
spores will not thrive in hot, dry conditions. 
 
Once downy mildew is detected nothing can be done to save the plants, as the disease does not respond to 
traditional fungicides. Carefully remove the infected plants making sure you collect all the associated debris. Do 
not shake the soil out of the roots. Place everything in a bag and dispose in the trash. Do not compost infected 
material as it will contain abundant long lived spores. 
 
Since the pathogen can survive the winter, do not plant impatiens in the affected area this year. Fortunately, this 
disease is only known to affect the Impatiens walleriana varieties. So this year you might try New Guinea 
impatiens, coleus, wax, tuberous or dragon wing begonias, Torenia or wishbone flower. You might want to plant 
perennials also. For shady beds under trees one might plant hostas, ferns, and heucheras (fancy coral bells). 
Cordyalis is a perennial that prefers dry partial shade with its soft green lacy leaves and small yellow flowers.  
 
 

Sign Up for E-News 
 
Here is an opportunity to sign up for notices of coming events offered by Buncombe County’s Extension Master 
Gardener Volunteers. Extension Master Gardener Volunteers are trained by NC Cooperative Extension to assist 
with providing educational information to area citizens. If you would like to be included in monthly email updates 
of coming educational opportunities offered by Master Gardeners, you can sign up by sending an email with 
“ADD” in the subject line to buncombemastergardener@gmail.com. Please note that this address is only for 
signing up for the e-news.  

 
Insects to Watch For 
 
Inspect plants periodically so you can tackle pest problems before they get out of hand. Pesticides should never 
be applied randomly “just in case” there might be some insects in the garden. You may end up killing off more 
beneficial insects than pests. 
 
Ornamentals: slugs; lacebugs on azaleas, rhododendrons, pieris, pyracanthas; bagworms on junipers, cedars, 
cypress, arborvitae; spruce mites on spruce, hemlocks, fir; spider mites on many flowers and shrubs; 
euonymous scale. 
 
Fruits and vegetables: slugs, asparagus beetles, cucumber beetles, cabbageworms,  
tomato fruitworms, aphids, and spider mites.                                                                               
                                                                                                                                                Cabbage Looper 
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Buncombe County Center 
94 Coxe Avenue 
Asheville, NC  28801-3620 

EVENTS 
 
• May 11                  Spring Plant Sale, 10am - 2pm, Parking lot of Red Cross, 100 Edgewood Rd.  
                                    Asheville, NC 
 

• May 11,25             Plant Problem Clinics, by Extension Master Gardeners at the WNC Farmers’ Market, 
      June 8,22             11:00am -2:00pm in the breezeway between the retail buildings. 
 

• May 11,25             Backyard Composting Demonstration, by Extension Master Gardeners at the WNC 
      June 8,22             Farmers’ Market, beside Israel's’ Garden Center, 11:00am -2:00pm. 
 

• May 15                  Gardening in the Mountains Series: Presented by  Extension  
      June 19                 Master Gardeners, Extension Office, 94 Coxe Ave.,10:00am, Free.  
                                    Registration required. Call for more information 
 

• May 18                  Black Mountain Garden Show and Sale, 9-4, on the grounds of Monte Vista Hotel 
 

• June 22                 2013 Garden Tour, 9-4, 6 gardens, see inside for  
                                    details. 
 

 We have a BLOG!!      
Buncombe County Master Gardeners now have a BLOG with current news, solutions to current problems, etc. 
Try it out ! 
http://buncombemastergardener.org 
 
                    


