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THE LIVING TREE 
 
Many homeowners like the idea of purchasing a live Christmas tree 
that can be planted in the landscape after the holidays. This can be a 
lovely addition to the landscape as long as you make some wise 
decisions: 
     
 - Select an appropriate species for the space you will have to plant. 
Most grow into very large trees. 
 - Keep the tree in the house no more than a week to 10 days. The 
longer it is indoors, the less its chances of survival when taken back 
outdoors. 
 - Plant promptly, water well, and mulch. 

 
 

• Nov. Garden 
Chores, p. 2 

• Dec. Garden 
Chores, p. 3 

• School Garden 

Grants, p. 3 

• Spotlight:  
      Deciduous 
      Holly, p. 4 

• Live Christmas 
tree, pg.4 

• Outstanding 
Volunteers, p.5 

• Holiday Gift 

Ideas, p.5 

• Index, p.6 
        

Persons with disabilities and persons with limited English proficiency may request accommoda-
tions to participate in activities mentioned in this newsletter.  Please contact Linda Blue at 828-
255-5522 during business hours at least 3 days prior 
to the event to discuss accommodations. 

Helping gardeners put knowledge to works 

  
 

 
 

 

Normal Nov./Dec. Weather 

Weather Averages  

For Asheville, North Carolina 

Normal November Average High                      57.4°F 
Normal November Average Low                       35.3°F 
Normal November Precipitation                        3.82”    
                                         
Normal December Average High                      49.3°F                                                                    
Normal December Average Low                       28.8°F 
Normal December Precipitation                         3.40” 

Hours of Daylight for Asheville, NC 

                                                 Sunrise             Sunset 
November 1                         7:52 am             6:36 pm 
November 30                            7:20 am             5:17 pm 
 

December 1                              7:21 am                          5:17 pm 
December 31                            7:39 am                          5:27 pm 
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 Garden Chores for November  
 
Lawns 
 

• It is still a good time to core aerate, but it is too late to plant grass seed. 

• Nitrogen fertilizer can still be applied if you have not put out the fall application yet. 

• A mulching mower can do a good job of chopping those fallen leaves if there are not too many. Another 
option is to put on the bagging attachment to chop and collect the leaves. They make a good addition to the 
compost pile. 

 
Ornamentals 
 

• This is still a good time to plant spring bulbs. 

• Restrict any pruning of shrubs to removing occasional stray branches or lightly trimming evergreens. 

• Check landscape beds for winter annual weeds. Remove them now as they will only be larger in the spring. 

• Do not allow a layer of leaves to cover ground covers, evergreen perennials or pansies for too long as they 
will often be smothered out. 

• If you have hemlock trees that need to be treated for hemlock woolly adelgid infestations, this is a good time 
to treat with either sprays or a soil drench. For more information on hemlock woolly adelgid control, go to: 

       http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/ent/notes/O&T/trees/note119/note119.html. 

• Now that house plants are back indoors, check them for water needs frequently enough to determine what 
their winter needs will be. 

 
Fruits 
 

• Pull weeds in the strawberry bed, but do not cover the plants with straw yet. 

• Good sanitation is an important step in reducing disease and insect infestations next season. Rake leaves 
and remove any fruit left in trees or on the ground. 

• Finish pruning raspberries and blackberries, removing canes that bore fruit this year. 
 
Vegetables 
 

• When preparing holiday meals, remember to take advantage of the herb garden. In addition to flavoring, 
hardy herbs like rosemary, sage and lavender can be used as garnish or table decoration. 

• Broccoli will usually continue to produce side shoots well into December. 

• Most of the winter vegetables, such as cabbage, broccoli and greens, do not need protection from cold 
temperatures until nights fall into the low 20s. Lettuce and Swiss chard are less hardy and can be protected 
with light weight row cover fabrics. 

 
                                                               
 
 
 
Other 
 

• Don’t forget our wonderful tailgate markets as a source for locally grown fresh fruits and vegetables for your 
holiday meals. 

                                                     
 
                                                                                                                                

North Carolina Cooperative Extension 



Page 3                           Nov./Dec. 2012 

Garden Chores for December                                     
 
Lawns 

• You should be able to take a break from the lawn as long as the last of 
the leaves have been removed. This would be a good time to get the 
mower serviced and ready for next season, though. 

       
Ornamentals 

• Before bringing a cut Christmas tree into the house, it is a good idea to 
hose it off thoroughly if possible. This can remove dust and pollen that 
may cause allergy problems for some family members, as well as 
hitchhiking insects. 

• Trees and shrubs can still be planted any time the soil is not frozen or too muddy. 

• Keep good pruning practices in mind when cutting holiday greenery. Make clean cuts at branch angles or 
leaf nodes, and keep an eye on the shape of the plant. 

• To enjoy the poinsettia as long as possible, give it very little direct sunlight, keep it away from heat vents and 
cold drafts, and water regularly. 

 
Fruits 

• Grape vines can be pruned any time during the dormant season. Do some pruning now if you want to use 
vines for wreath making. 

• The strawberry bed can be mulched with straw when nights are regularly falling below freezing. 
 
Vegetables 

• Parsnips, turnips, beets and carrots can be left in the ground a while longer if you do not need them yet. 
However, it is a good idea to cover them with several inches of straw or other mulch to prevent the ground 
from freezing. 

• Monitor greenhouses, cloches and cold frames daily. Temperatures heat up quickly on a sunny day. 

• Finish removing dead ferns from the asparagus bed if not already done. 
 
Other 

• Use some down time to clean, sharpen, oil and repair garden tools and equipment. 

• Find a spot to set aside those garden catalogs that will start arriving in the mail. They will give you something 
to do the next couple of months. 

 

School Garden Grants 
 
Buncombe County’s Extension Master Gardeners recently received a generous donation of $800 from Mountain 
Laurel Garden Club to support the School Garden Grants Program. This thoughtful contribution will help fund a 
few more school gardens next year. 
 
School gardens can serve as a valuable resource to introduce children to the natural environment and increase 
interest in eating fresh vegetables. But funding for such projects is a major impediment in many school systems. 
Buncombe County Extension Master Gardeners’ School Garden Grants program uses funds from targeted 
fundraising activities (such as next year’s Garden Tour) to support gardening programs in schools by helping to 
fund materials needed for the creation or expansion of school garden projects. For the 2012/13 school year 
$3550 has been distributed to 18 schools. Since 2007, $13,700 has been distributed to 29 schools in Buncombe 
County. 
 

 
 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension 

  



Spotlight: Deciduous Holly  
 
Although nearly everyone recognizes  our native American holly, and probably 
other evergreen varieties as well, many gardeners are not familiar with the 
deciduous hollies. In November, when the plants drop their leaves, exposing 
masses of bright red berries, we get a lot of ”what is that plant” questions. 
 
Deciduous hollies go largely unnoticed and under-used because most of the 

year they are just ordinary shrubs. But in the right location a deciduous holly may be appreciated during the fall 
and winter months when the red berries provide a splash of color and, eventually, food for hungry birds. 
 
Both winterberry holly (llex verticillata) and possomhaw (llex deciduas) are native North American plants. 
Possomhaw varieties are generally small trees and winterberries are shrubs. There are also some excellent 
hybrids of l. verticillata and l. serrata, a native of Japan. 
 
All of the deciduous hollies will do well with at least a half day of sun and average soils. They are also a good 
choice for wet sites, even tolerating occasional flooding. The most popular variety of l.verticillata is ‘Winter Red.’ 
The best known l. deciduas is probably ‘Warren Red.’ Some good hybrids include ‘Sparkleberry’, ‘Bonfire’, and 
Carolina Cardinal’. 
 
Like most hollies, male flowers and female flowers are borne on separate plants; therefore, a male plant should 
also be planted to assure good berry production on the female plants. You only need a single male plant. It can 
be off to the side some place, but should probably be in sight for the bees to effectively carry the pollen to the 
females. For maximum effect, locate the female plants in front of a wall or an evergreen hedge to really show off 
the bright berries. 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 

Selecting a Live Christmas Tree 
 
A few years ago a box was delivered to my door shortly before Christmas. This surprise 
package contained an 18 inch tall Dwarf Alberta Spruce (Picea glauca) in a red pot and 
decorated with white lights and fabric decorations. I really did enjoy this little tree, but I knew 
that as a landscape plant it should be kept in the house no more than 10 days before planting outside. My little 
tree has been in my landscape for five years now, and is getting close to 3 feet tall. It still looks quite cute each 
year with its holiday decorations. 
 
But most trees used as a live Christmas tree grow into very large trees, so make sure you have a sunny location 
with plenty of space for it to grow. For most of us a Fraser fir is not a good choice. They rarely survive long below 
4,000 feet elevation. Better choices for the Asheville area include white pine, Colorado blue spruce, Norway 
spruce, concolor fir or Scotch pine. You could also consider less common varieties like Arizona cypress, 
cryptomeria or arborvitae. 
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Outstanding Volunteers                                   
 
Extension Master Gardener Volunteers have helped thousands of Buncombe County 
gardeners to improve their gardening practices and to resolve plant problems. 
Without their time and energy many of your questions would have gone unanswered. 
We thank all our hard working volunteers for their dedication to urban horticultural 
education in Buncombe County. In 2012, 130 EMG volunteers contributed more than 
9,000 hours. On November 14 our outstanding volunteers were recognized for their 
contributions. 
 
2012 Volunteer of the Year award was presented to Mary Hugenschmidt. Mary was recognized for the 
numerous volunteer activities in which she has been involved as well as willingness to take on leadership of 
several important projects. 
 
The New Sprout  award was presented to the outstanding member of the Class of 2012. Myra Fuller was 
recognized for her participation in numerous volunteer activities. 
 
 
2012 Extension Master Gardener Volunteers receiving certification after completing training and more than 40 
hours of service were: 
 
Greta Alspaugh           Ajani Eagledove           Judy Lemanski              Nora Sheehan 
Mike Arnott                  Myra Fuller                   Sherri Mahowald           Meredith Sims 
Debbie Breck               Mary Hill                       Gene Rainey                Anne Stafford 
Nancy Butler                Nancy Humphries        MaryAnne Richards      Julialynn Veach 
Janet Doellgast            Carmen James            Joe Roberts                  James Wade 
Laura Dotson               Elaine Lacy                  Terry Scholl  

————————————————————————————  
Holiday Gift Suggestions 
 

Allow us to offer a couple of suggestions for your holiday gift giving. 
 
   Rain Barrels:   
Has the gardener in the family been coveting a rain barrel? Buncombe County Cooperative 
Extension has 80 gallon rain barrels available. Each barrel comes complete with fittings and 
installation instructions. Barrel are available for $110 + tax, cash or check. To purchase your 
barrel, come to the Buncombe County Extension Office, 94 Coxe Ave., Asheville, NC 28801. To 

check availability call 255-5522. We’ll be happy to hold your barrel for holiday pick up. 
 
New! Garden Guides: 
“A Gardening Guide for Our Mountains”, is an updated version of the old Garden 
Almanac, with expanded information on waterwise gardening, firewise landscaping, 
preparing your garden for winter, growing fruits and vegetables, flower and herb 
gardening, composting and mulching, caring for trees and shrubs and more. The helpful 
monthly ”To Do” list is still an essential part of the Guide. It is a great stocking-stuffer for 
the gardeners in your life—or for yourself! They are also much appreciated by anyone 
new to western North Carolina. Pick one up at the Buncombe County Extension Office, 
94 Coxe Ave., Asheville for $10 (cash or check).  
 
They can also be ordered on line with a credit card for $12 (includes postage) at: 
http://buncombemastergardener.org 
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Mountain Gardener Index 
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Buncombe County Center 
94 Coxe Avenue 
Asheville, NC  28801-3620 

 

Abelia                                 July 
Air-Layering                    Jan 
All American Sel.               Apr 
Arbor Day                          Mar 
Brunneria                    Mar 
Camellias, Hardy               Jan 
Christmas Trees                Nov 
Dianthus                             Apr 
Dill                                    June 
Emerald Ash Borer            Aug 
Ext. Master 
Gardeners                         May 
EMG Recognitions            Nov 
Fruit Tree Pruning             Mar 
Gardening Month               Apr 
 

Garlic planting                     Oct 
Gifts                                   Nov 
Herbs, Growing                  Apr 
Holly, Deciduous                Nov 
Hostas, Fragrant                Aug 
Hydrangeas, Rebloom       Oct 
Kousa Dogwood                May 
Kudzu bugs                        Oct 
Lawn Brown Patch           June 
Pesticide Label                 June 
Poison Ivy                         June 
Raspberry Pruning            Aug 
Rhubarb                            May 
School Gdn. Grants          Nov 
                                 

Spider Mites                     July 
Squash Flowers               July 
Stinkbugs                         Oct 
Tomato Late Blight          Aug 
Tree Planting                   Mar 
Voles                               Jan 
Vegetable Fruit Set         July 
Vegetable Wilts               Aug 
Water Conservation         May 
Web Surfing                    Jan 
Wood Ashes                   Jan                 


