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Linda Blue Has Retired 

    
It is with mixed feelings that we send Linda off 
into retirement. While we wish her all the best 
in her well deserved retirement, we will 
certainly miss her presence, humor, and vast 
knowledge of Urban Horticulture.   
 
Linda joined the Buncombe County Extension 
Staff in 1993 after beginning her Extension career in Rowan County as the 
Commercial Horticulture agent there. In her years in Buncombe County she has 
built the Master Gardener program into one of the top programs of its type in 
North Carolina. Her contributions to Extension here in Buncombe County will be 
appreciated by her many clients, coworkers, and friends for many years to 
come. Happy gardening Linda, and come by to see us now and then! 
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Persons with disabilities and persons with limited English proficiency may request accommoda-
tions to participate in activities mentioned in this newsletter.  Please contact Linda Blue at  
828-255-5522 during business hours at least 3 days  
prior  to the event to discuss accommodations. 
 

Helping gardeners put knowledge to works 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Normal Jan./Feb. Weather - Averages  

For Asheville, North Carolina 

Normal January Average High                         47.6°F 
Normal January Average Low                      26.7 °F 
Normal January Precipitation                       3.69”    
                                         
Normal February Average High                        51.1°F                                                                   
Normal February Average Low                         29.6°F 
Normal February Precipitation                           3.77” 

Hours of Daylight for Asheville, NC 

                                                 Sunrise            Sunset 
January 1                         7:40 am            5:28 pm 
January 31                                7:31 am            5:56 pm 
 
February 1                                7:30am                          5:57 pm 
February 29                              7:02 am                         6:24 pm 
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Garden Chores for January  
 
Lawns 
 

• If the weather is mild and you want to go ahead and apply the spring fertilizer, you can. 
       
Ornamentals 
 

• The live Christmas tree should be planted as soon as possible. Do not leave the root ball exposed to freezing 
temperatures after removing the tree from the house. 

• Fertilize shade trees if they have not been growing well. See Fertilizing Deciduous Shade Trees in the 
Landscape. (http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-618.html). 

• Selective pruning may be done on shade trees. Make clean cuts at a branch collar. See Trees, Flush Cuts 
and Wound Dressings. (http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-602.html). 

• Liriope and ornamental grasses can be cut back if desired. 

• Avoid pruning spring blooming shrubs as this will remove the spring flowers. 

• Yellowing and dropping leaves on house plants can result from several possible causes: too much water, too 
little water, too little sun, cold temperatures. 

 
Fruits 
 

• Plant fruit trees, grape vines and brambles. 

• Prune grape vines and highbush blueberries. 

• Pruning video tapes are available for loan at the Extension office. 

• Do not prune fruit trees until March. 
 
Vegetables 
 

• If the weather is nice and the soil is in good condition, turn a bed for February planting of peas and kale. 

• Start your garden plan on paper as you browse the garden catalogs. This will help prevent ordering more 
than you have room to plant. 

• Check your supply of seeds as you are planning your seed orders. Seeds more than a couple of years old 
probably need to be replaced. 

 
Other 
 

• Clean out bird houses and put up new ones. Bluebirds and some other songbirds start scouting for spring 
nest boxes in February. 

• Use deicing salt sparingly. Sweep excess off the pavement as soon as it has dried. 
Some newer salt products are less damaging to plants, but still need to be used with 
care. 

 
Soil and Water Tree Seedling Sale 

 
The Buncombe SWCD will hold its annual tree seedling sale starting on February. 28 - March 2nd at Jesse 
Israel and Sons Nursery at the WNC Farmer’s Market. The sale will begin on Thursday and run through 
Saturday or until out of seedlings. 
 
Date & Times:  February. 28 - 12 to 5pm, March 1 - 9am to 5pm, March 2 - 9am to 4 pm or until out of stock. 
 
Seedlings will be available on a first-come, first-served basis on the days of the sale. You can call the office from 
February. 4 - 21st for preorders and to check availability. Eastern White pine seedlings are 25 cents each and 
the hardwood species are 75 cents each. Call Soil and Water at 828-250-4785. 
 

North Carolina Cooperative Extension 
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Garden Chores for February  
 
Lawns 
 

• Think Spring! This is the month for the spring application of slow-release fertilizer to the lawn. 

• If you have bare spots, late February or early March would be a good time to put down grass seed. 

• Check the condition of the lawn mower if not done in the fall. You could be needing it any day so make sure 
it is tuned and sharpened before it’s too late. 

       
Ornamentals 
 

• If overgrown shrubs need renovation, do severe pruning in late February or March. 

• Try forcing some blooming branches to brighten winter days. Look for swelling flower buds on winter 
honeysuckle, viburnums, winter daphne, spirea, forsythia, quince or fruit trees. 

• House plants could use some TLC by now. Take them to the sink or shower and give them a good bath. Cut 
back leggy stems and check for tiny insect pests. 

• Get outdoors. Winter days can bring wonderful surprises—crocus, early daffodils, hellebores, lungworts. 
 
Fruits 
 

• Prune grape vines. Sap will probably drip from cut stems during warm spells, but this is not harmful. 

• Check and repair trellises for grape vines and blackberries. 

• Mature apple and pear trees can be pruned, but do not prune young fruit trees, peaches or plums before 
March. 

• The Extension office has videos available for loan on pruning grape vines, brambles, blueberries and fruit 
trees. 

 
Vegetables 
 

• Start planning this year’s garden. Sketch the garden and fill in the rows for rotating crops and planning 
space. 

• Check last year’s notes. Which varieties performed well and which are not worth planting again? Start 
shopping for seeds at garden centers and seed catalogs. 

• Don’t let the calendar deter you from planting some vegetables. English and edible-pod peas, spinach, kale, 
onions and a few other cold hardy crops can be planted beginning in late February, and on through March. 

 
Other 
 

• Plan ahead for seed starting needs. Check supplies of containers, potting media, supplemental lightening 
and of course seeds. 

 
 
Speakers Bureau 
 
If you need a speaker for a program for your civic group or garden club this year, we may be able 
to help. The Master Gardeners’ Speakers Bureau can offer programs on a variety of gardening 
topics. To line up a speaker, call the Extension office at 255-5522 and we will put you in touch with 
the coordinator. 
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Deer in the Landscape 
                                                                  
Though a herd of deer may look charming grazing in a meadow, they are 
not always so welcomed in the landscape. In some Buncombe county 
communities deer can be more than a nuisance as they graze on valuable 
landscape plants. Especially during the winter, when their natural food 
supply is less abundant, they may develop a fondness for well fertilized 
landscape offerings 
 
Unfortunately there is not an easy way of preventing deer from eating your 
plants. Who wants to surround their property with a unbroken 8 foot tall fence?. 
 
Often the best approach is to try to select plants they do not like. Even this is tricky. Just like people, they do not 
all seem to have the same tastes. And plants they do not prefer may be eaten if they get hungry enough. 
 
A few of the plants that seem particularly attractive to deer include pansies, day lilies, hostas, English ivy, fruit 
trees, rhododendrons and roses. 
 
Some that they seldom damage include birch, barberry, boxwood, holly, nandina, pieris, dogwood and forsythia. 
For more information, see “DEER PROBLEMS IN THE LANCSCAPE” at: 
 http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/pdf/hil-575.pdf 
 

___________________________________________________ 

 
Please Don’t Top Trees! 
 
A lot of tree pruning gets done during the winter months, while it is easier to get the job done when the leaves 
are out of the way. This is not a problem as long as you are removing a branch correctly and not topping the 
tree. 
 

1. There are some important reasons NOT to top a tree: 

2. The wounds created by topping do not heal and eventually decay enters the tree. 

3. A topped branch will either die, or produce multiple sprouts which quickly grow back thicker and 
weaker than the original branches. 

4. When a large portion of the crown is removed a like portion of the roots will die. 

5. Topped trees eventually become hazardous. 

6. Eventually more money will need to be spent either to re-prune the tree that 
has again become too large; or to remove it. 

7. It’s ugly. 

 
For information on correct branch removal, see the leaflet on tree pruning: 
http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/hort/hil/hil-602.html 
 

Page 4 North Carolina Cooperative Extension 



Combating Moles 
 

   Although the Extension office fields phone calls about moles all year, it seems like the greatest number of calls 
come in January through March. Whatever the reason for the prodigious tunneling, homeowners often find the 
ridges and mounds enough of a nuisance to seek a remedy. Since mole poisons are not legal in North Carolina, 
the only other option, other than consenting to share your territory with the mole, is a mole trap. A mole trap is a 
spring-loaded set of spears which must be set over an active run, or tunnel. The first trick then, is locating a good 
tunnel. Go around the affected area and flatten tunnels in several locations, flagging each spot so you can find it 
again. In one or two days check for a tunnel that has been punched back up. Now flatten it again and set the 
trap. 
   A few more words of advice are warranted at this point. First, these traps are not that easy to set—it takes 
some muscle—so some gardeners may need help from a friend. Second, there is no guarantee the mole will 
come back and trip the trigger. If the trap has not been sprung in a few days, start over. All of this can certainly 
be a test of your persistence and determination. But take heart. You may only have one mole in the yard. 
According to the literature (which we can only hope the mole has read) moles are territorial and a single mole 
can cover a territory of a half acre. 

 

How Long Does It Take 
 

   If you plan to grow some of your own transplants this year, it will soon be time to start gathering supplies and 
setting up your system. But do not get over-anxious and start seeds too early. Remember that it is better to plant 
small vigorous plants than to try to “hold back” mature transplants if weather delays your planned planting date. 
Don’t start plants too early. Some plants take longer to grow to transplanting size than others. The exact amount 
of time required, of course, will depend on the growing conditions. 
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call Before You Dig 
 

   Landscaping projects can involve some major digging—a terrace, retaining wall, drainage lines, even planting 
a large tree. Before you bring in the trenching or excavating equipment, do you know where all your utility and 
water lines are? Even a mattock or shovel can sever a cable. 
   To be on the safe side, public utilities are glad to come out and mark underground utilities. All it takes is one 
phone call to the North Carolina One Call Center at 811 within NC or 1-800-632-4949 if calling from elsewhere. 
Before you call, be prepared with the following information: the name of your subdivision, if you are in one, the 
nearest cross-street, if there will be any blasting, if you are within 1/4 mile of a railroad, when the work will start 
and what kind of work you are planning. 
   Allow 48 hours for the utilities to be marked. Note that only the public utilities up to your meters will be marked. 
They will not locate your private septic lines or the water lines past the meter. Also be aware that the marking 
may not be exact and they don’t tell you the depth of the lines, so you will need to use caution close to the 
markings.  
   You can find more information on the NC One Call Center web page at:  
 

http://www.nc811.org/PDFs/home_owners_brochure.pdf 
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VEGETABLES 
CROP WEEKS TO GROW 
Broccoli 5-7 
Cabbage 5-7 
Cantaloupe 2-4 
Cucumber 2-4 
Eggplant 6-10 
Lettuce 5-7 
Pepper 6-8 
Squash 2-4 

FLOWERS 
CROP WEEKS TO GROW 
Ageratum 7-10 
Cleome 4-6 
Marigold 6-8 
Nasturtium 4-6  
Nicotiana 6-8 
Petunia 8-10 
Salvia 7-10 
Vinca 7-10 
Zinnia 4-6 
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Events 

• January 14       Bee School: 6 weeks, Monday nights, Mountain Horticultural Research and 
                                                    Ext. Center at Mills River, for more info cal Henderson Co. Cooperative Ext.  
                                                    office, call 697-4891. 
 

• February 20                          Gardening in the Mountains: “Pruning”, presented by  
                                                    Extension Master Gardeners at the Extension Office, 94 Coxe Ave.  
                                                    Asheville, 10am, Free admission, no pre-registration needed. 
 

• March 9 & 10                        Organic Growers School. UNCA, for more info: 
                                                     www.organicgrowersschool.org 
 

• March 20                              Gardening in the Mountains: “Raised Bed Gardening”, presented by  
                                                    Extension Master Gardeners at the Extension Office, 94 Coxe Ave.  
                                                    Asheville, 10am, Free admission, no pre-registration needed. 
 


